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ve OF THE MOST DEADLY HAZARDS IN THE 
GALAXY WAS THE GRAVITY VORTEX, FORMED BY 
THE COLLISION OF REAL AND ANTI-MATTER BLACK 


ЕОКУ THA 
BE USED FOR ALMOST INSTANTANEOUS TRAVEL 
OVER COLOSSAL DISTANCES, AND THE FIRST То 
UNRAVEL THE SECRET WOÚLD HAVE А НИС 
ADVANTAGE. 
AT THIS TIME, THE FEDERATION EACED, THE 
PREDATORY GOTHAN EMPIRE ACROSS A_VAST, 
TO SATISFY THE GREEDY 
POWER, THE 
GOTHAN EMPEROR SOUGHT TO PLUNDER THE 
WEALTH OF THE FEDERATION, AND MIS THOUGHTS 
TURNED TO THE VORTEX. 





IN AN ISOLATED SECTOR 


Y 
FAR FROM THE FRONTIER WITH THE Й 
СОТНАМ EMPIRE, FEDERATION AGENTS 
LAYN AND KERN APPROACHED} 
THE NEUTRAL PLANET, TASSIN 

Ww ” 








"ALTHOUGH DESCENDED FROM EARLY TERRAN COLONISTS, THE PEOPLE OF TASSIN CHOSE 
NOT ТО JOIN THE FEDERATION AND GUARDED THEIR NEUTRALITY JEALOUSLY, TASSIN 
WAS A TARGET FOR RIM-RUNNERS, THE SUPPLIERS OF SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS. 


THIS 15 CLOSE ENOUGH, LAYN. THE 


CRAFT ОМ SCAN—IT FITS THE 
DESCRIPTION OF THE CRAFT WE'RE 
" АРТЕК, 


AFTER THEM AND PREPARE THE GRAVITY. 
ANCHOR FOR FIRING. 





FUSED TO THE ЕВЕ!ОНТЕК'®` 
HULL, THE GRAVITY ANCHOR 
GENERATED A FORCE EQUAL AND 


OPPOSITE TO THE ENGINE THRUST. 
ALTHOUGH ITS ENGINES ROARED THE 
+ FREIGHTER MADE NO HEADWAY. 


WHAT DOES THE RULER OF TASSIN 
WANT WITH ል BATTLESHIP’S. 


REBELS TO DEAL WITH-—AT FULL 
POWER THIS CAN DESTROY А 


SIGMA TWO FIVE, THIS IS THE 
FEDERATION INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 
CUT YOUR ENGINES —YOU CANNOT 


OUR JOB WAS TO DELIVER, 
NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 








5 
THE CRAFT UNDOCKED AND WITH A HOLOGRAM RECORDING AS EVIDENCE, LAYN 
FREIGHTER AND ITS DEADLY CARGO. 








AS THEY SET COURSE FOR THEIR DISTANT BASE, THE SCANNER 
DETECTED A MYSTERIOUS OBJECT. Zi >. 
я LOOK AT THAT! 


A> 





THERE WAS NO RESPONSE FROM THE LIFE-FORM DETECTED INSIDE, SO LAYN PREPARED ТО 
BOARD. ШЫ л = ч 


poa, 


AV መመመ” ሕር 
= IT HAS AN OXYGEN ATMOSPHERE, LAYN, BUT 


v< LOOKS ALIEN. IT MAY ВЕ HOSTILE. 








ITS А СОТНАМ! HE'S OUT COLD AND SEEMS TO YN +, 
BE WIRED ТО A MONITOR. BUT, KERN, HOW DID, 


I'LL ALERT Н.О. COME BACK ТО THE 
SHIP, LAYN, AND WE'LL TAKE THE 
PROBE IN TOW. 


N 


LAYN, THE DOCKING 
TUBE HAS SEVERED! 


1 CAN'T STOP IT, KERN. ITS ОМ 

TO-CONTROL. ATTACH THE 

МТУ ANCHOR .. . ITS MY, 
ONLY CHANCE! 








МО GOOD, LAYN. THE PROBE'S TOO FAS 
І CAN'T GET CLOSE ENOUGH TO FIRE THE 


М THE SCANNE 


COMPLETELY VANISHED. 
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GRAVITATIONAL FIELD DETECTED DEAD АНЕА! 
7 


зав, АМ UNCHARTED VORTEX! IT MUST 
HAVE SWALLOWED THE PROBE... ቸም 


; «Зу, = m j 
> f [ \\ 
ма. Y 
| 


Ne 
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FAR AWAY, DEEP IN GOTHAN TERRI Е EMPEROR WAITED IN HIS BATTLE STATION FOR 


Чы 





THE WARL 
wi 
МАМІ АМ ABLE TO REWARD 
WEALTH OF THE EARTH FEDERAT 
El 
TO SATISFY THEIR GREED Ў 


LOSE TO THE BATTLE ST ATION, THE PROBE 50008 
a 
7 


VORTEX TO EMERGE HUNDREDS OF 
ME JOURNEY HAD TAKEN, 


AT HAD SURVIVED THE 
quent YEARS AWAY FROM TASSIN 
EPRORE INTO THE BATTLE El 


TOR BEAM DREW THI 
ICIANS PEERED INSIDE Щ 
A V 


2 Y 
MORE GOTHAN: 
Ls IS! THEY ለላ 
Tassie A BASE IN FEDERATION 
FVE GOT ТО GET TO ЦЭ» 





BUT THE FIRST TO ENTER THE PROBE WAS АМ OLD, BEARDED TERRAN 
Yoo 


SOON RECOVER. TAKE HIM TO THE 
DICAL CENTRE AND WAIT THERE UNTIL I 


Ш 





THE OLD MAN WAS AN ASTRO-ENGINEER WHOSE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE MANY 
YEARS BEFORE HAD CAUSED A SENSATION THROUGHOUT THE FEDERATION. 
uh 


DOCTOR ARDIN! YOU WERE 
GIVEN UP FOR DEAD LONG AGO, 
WHAT HAPPENED? AND WHAT ARE 
THE GOTHANS UP TO INSIDE THE 


ONE QUESTION AT А TIME, MY FRIEND. 
FIRST OF ALL, YOU ARE NO LONGER IN 
FEDERATION SPACE BUT AT THE CENTRE OF 


titeres 
б TR 


ፎ 





THE EMPEROR KNEW MY THEORY ON THE POSSIBILITY ОР. 
VORTEX TRAVEL AND THREATENED TO KILL MY WIFE AND 
CHILDREN IF 1 REFUSED TO WORK FOR HIM, | HAVE 
PERFECTED A DEVICE TO GENERATE A COMPLEX FORCE FIELD 
ENABLING SPACECRAFT TO PASS SAFELY THROUGH THE 
VORTEX. THE PROBE WAS THE LAST IN A SERIES TO TEST 
THE RELIABILITY OF THE VORTEX DEVICE. 








DO YOU REALISE WHAT YOU'VE DONE, ARDIN? THE GOTHANS 
NOW HAVE А DIRECT ROUTE INTO THE FEDERATION. I'VE 
СОТ TO WARN THEM AND YOU MUST DESTROY THE RESULTS 

= ОР YOUR RESEARCH. Д Г) 


BUT IT'S TOO LATE! THE GOTHAN INVASION FLEET 
15 ALREADY EQUIPPED WITH THE DEVICE, PLEASE 
DON'T CAUSE TROUBLE МОМУ. .. WANT TO SEE 


MY FAMILY AGAIN. 
= 


ШИР 


ШШШ ТИ 





А GUARD CALLED OUT FOR ARDIN. 
z YES, WHAT IS 


54 [ላላ BUSY, ~ 


THE EMPEROR WANTS ТО HEAR THE 
RESULTS OF THE FINAL EXPERIMENT. HE IS 
IMPATIENT—COME QUICKLY, 
































o 

о 
о 
о 


ARDIN REPORTED COMPLETE SUCCESS, BUT WHEN НЕ BEGGED TO SEE HIS FAMILY, THE 


EMPEROR LAUGHED — ЖАН! YOU TERRANS ARE SO GULLIBLE. YOU 
WILL NEVER SEE THEM AGAIN —THEY 


IN А BLIND FURY, ARDIN LUNGED 
BY ል ROBOGUARD— 


<4 


A 
NY EFFORT, TERRAN. YOU ARE OF NO 
FURTHER USE ТО МЕ, TAKE HIM AWAY! 





ARDIN KNEW DEATH AWAITED HIM. \ 
O TAKE THE TERRAN ТО, $ N 


THE DISPOSAL UNIT. 


МО!! HAVE DONE EVERYTHING THE 
EMPEROR DEMANDED . . . YOU CANT KILL ME! 






N 




















NEEDING ARDIN'S HELP TO ESCAPE, LAYN ACTED QUICKLY. 28 


кш 





THE PROBE 15 OUR ONLY CHANCE OF YES, BUT IT WILL BE A CLOSE THING. LOCK THE 
ESCAPE TO THE FEDERATION, DOES. LABORATORY DOOR WHILE | REPROGRAMME THE 
ITHAVE ENOUGH POWER LEFT TO PROBE'S NAVIGATION COMPUTER. 
RETURN THROUGH THE VORTEX? 


HURRY, DOC! WE'VE BEEN SPOTTED. 
ОМ THE SECURITY MONITOR. THE 
GOTHANS ARE USING 
DISINTEGRONS TO BURN THEIR 


y 
THE PROBE 15 READY. DESTROY 
THE TRACTOR BEAM CONTROLS 


WITH YOUR GUN OR WE WILL BE 


DRAWN BACK TO THE BATTLE АД 
Е STATON 27% 





BUT THE ROBOT WAS TOO LATE 


С 


X, THE 9 
TOWARDS THE ЧОУ BOUT. 
CCELERATED PHOTON 


BATTLE-STATION H ЕО AHIGH-ENERGY 
\! ис! ae 


Z — 
СА THE BOLT DAMAGED OUR CONTROL 


SYSTEMS . . . ACCELERATION IS 
FALLING. IF THE PROBE ENTERS THE 
VORTEX AT LESS THAN LIGHT SPEED, 
IT WON'T BE ABLE TO BREAK FREE OF 
THE GRAVITATIONAL FORCE AT THE 
OTHER END— WE WILL ВЕ TRAPPED, 








WE ARE FREE OF THE VORTEX ... BUT NOW 
WHAT? WITHOUT LONG RANGE 





TRY NOT ТО MOVE, DOC. THE AIR IS 
THIN, SO SAVE YOUR ENERGY. OUR 
LANDING MUST HAVE BEEN 


par HELP WILL ARRIVE ДИ 
Ж” ያ 


LAYN... SAVE THE VORTEX DEVICE. THE 
FEDERATION MUST HAVE IT... OR THE 
GOTHANS WILL BE INVINCIBLE. 





LAYN TORE THE DEVICE FROM 175 MOUNTING. _ 


ARDIN, WHAT'S HAPPENING? IT'S. 
GLOWING . . . AND GETTING HOT! 


YOU HAVE TRIGGERED THE AUTO- 
DESTRUCT MECHANISM. DONT PANIC... 
YOU HAVE NINETY SECONDS. 

PROGRAMME THE FOLLOWING 


LAYN FOLLOWED ARDIN’S 
INSTRUCTIONS, AND DISARMED 
THE DEVICE, BUT THE STRAIN 
FINALLY TOLD ON THE м ON MY OWN NOW, IN TIME 
DOCTOR— К FEDERATION SCIENTISTS SHOULD 
BE ABLE ТО DUPLICATE THIS 
27 CONTRAPTION. BUT FIRST, I'VE 
GOT TO WARN THEM ABOUT THE 
GOTHANS. 





LAYN WATCHED A WAVE OF SPACECRAFT PASSED OVE! 


RHEAD AND ATTACK TASSIN'S MOON 


IS 


ТНЕҮ'ВЕ CARRYING PROTON BOMBS. MORE THAN A MINOR 
REVOLUTION IS HAPPENING HERE-—IT'S A FULL SCALE WAR! 


С 





BUT HIS RESCUERS WERE FAR FROM FRIENDLY. 


UGH! WHAT ARE REMAIN SILENT AND YOU WiLL NOT MN 
YOU DOING? 7 BE HARMED. YOU ARE UNDER ARREST. 


TION. тт 
=== 
= : 


--- 





THE LEADER, А PETTY TYRANT CALLED MANIK, LISTENED. 


ss зна — 

WE АВЕ NOT MEMBERS OF THE FEDERATION SO 

THEIR FATE DOES NOT CONCERN US. HOWEVER, 
THIS DOES ... WHAT 15 IT? ud 


2 
T'S NOTHING . .. YOU MUST LISTEN TO MEI ay І), 
THE GOTHANS WILL МОТ RESPECT YOUR 
NEUTRALITY. THEY WILL WIPE YOU OUT пер «Ў 
AVITH THE FEDERATION. THEY MUST ВЕ aw, 
STOPPED! y | 


ч! 


THEN IT MUST BE YOU ALONE WHO STOP THEM, 
THE GOTHAN WILL NOT CONCERN THEMSELVES 


(Т HOLDING UNIT. 7—7 





MEANWHILE, ANOTHER VESSEL EMERGED FROM THE VORTEX NEAR TASSIN. IT WAS THE 
MIGHTY GUNSHIP OF LORD SKAR, SENT BY THE GOTHAN EMPEROR TO RETRIEVE THE РЕОВЕ 2 <] 
AND THE TERRAN FUGITIVES BEFORE THE FEDERATION COULD BE WARNED OF HIS INVASION. 

“| Ë 


| WAS RIGHT, THE PROBE WAS DAMAGED 
BY THE PHOTON BOLT. IT IS EMITTING 





IT MUST BE A FEDERATION CRAFT! Ñ 
THEY HAVE СОМЕ TO AID THE REBELS. 








LORD SKAR, ARDIN 15 DEAD BUT THE 
OTHER TERRAN HAS ESCAPED, AND 
MUST HAVE TAKEN THE DEVICE WITH 


ም RETURN TO THE SHIP IMMEDIATELY. THE 
INHABITANTS OF THIS CONTEMPTIBLE PLACE 
АВЕ PROBABLY SHELTERING НІМ. 1 WILL SEEK 

Р” OUT THEIR LEADER... 





521165 GUARDS WERE NO MATCH РОК SKAR 5 TROOPERS WHO STORMED THE PALACE, 


Sas NA 
\ k: 2 ў В \\ ANS 
ке “ 


id 


{РОТ DOWN YOUR WEAPON. 


RESISTANCE IS USELESS. 
2 7 


17” 
с 5 
МУ 2 N \ 
ЕНІ” ЖИА “Ч А 
РР NE DO WHAT THE THING Жай 
4 YS . . DROP YOUR GUNS. NE 


ህ > 


Y 


$ 





ТАМ SKAR, WARLORD OF THE GOTHAN EMPIRE. 
1 SEEK THE TERRAN WHO ARRIVED IN THE PROBE. 


LORD SKAR, HAVE MERCY! HE IS IN MY CUSTODY 
“7 1 WILL HAVE HIM BROUGHT HERE 
8 IMMEDIATELY. 


IN THE LABORATORY, MAN 


THEY EXAMINED IK’S SCIE 


THE VORTEX DEVIC 


THEY'VE TRIGGERED THE AUTO- 
DESTRUCT MECHANISM, | HAVE NINETY 
SECONDS TO FRIGHTEN THEM 





ТТ WILL DESTROY THE ENTIRE PALACE! 
1 САМ DISARM IT—RELEASE MY HANDS. 





€ TO) У үе 


THE SCIENTISTS FLED. LAYN SEIZED HIS CHANCE 


ОООО ОДОД 
д А 
'HANKS FOR YOUR 

‘CO-OPERATION. 





[НЕ HURRIED THROUGH THE CITY STREETS. 


ТОО NOT HAVE ENOUGH TROOPERS TO 
SEARCH THE CITY, USE ALL THE RESOURCES 
АТ YOUR DISPOSAL. FIND HIM, OR MY 
GUNSHIP WILL DESTROY THE PALACE, 


DO NOT BE ALARMED, LORD SKAR. IT WILL 
NOT BE DIFFICULT TO RECAPTURE HIM. ALL 
1НАУЕ TO DO 15 SOUND THE CURFEW . 








ል SHRILL ALARM SQUNDED ACROSS THE CITY AND THE STREETS WERE SUDDENLY FILLED WITH 
ANXIOUS PEOPLE RUSHING IN ALL DIRECTIONS." 77-42. ! 
2 ” ” |። з 


НАТ 5 THAT NOISE? THESE PEOPLE 
LOOK AS IF THEY'RE BEING CHASED BY 
DEMONS. 


WORRIED CITIZEN 


(TEASE, STRANGER, LET ME GO. | MUST GET 
HOME. YOU SHOULD GET OFF THE STREETS, 








NOW WHAT? IT LOOKS LIKE 
FOG — BUT IT 


І CAN'T SEE ል THIN "УЕ LOST MY SENSE OF 
DIRECTION. HOW IND THE SPACEPORT? 





АУМ STUMBLED ON, AND FOUND HIS PATH BLOCKED. 3 
: 3 — 
ЈОН... ል ROBOT! x 
фу, 


Ss 


[= YOU ARE VIOLATING THE CURFEW, 
Е SURRENDER. OR DIE. 
=== SS Z 


HALT, YOU CANNOT ESCAPE. 1 CAN 
SEE EVERY MOVE YOU МАКЕ. 





== 


== 


37 
ANOTHER FIGURE EMERGED FROM THE FOG. ý 1 АМ DEMOS. STAND ASIDE, LET ME DEAL 
\ == 7) THE ENFORCER. 
ч = => WHO ARE YOU? 
ү = == са 
\ БЕС \ == 
\ 3 


UNARMED, DEMOS TACKLED THE ENFORCER 


"NWITHOUT INFRA-RED EYES, YOU 
ARE USELESS IN THIS РОС. 








DEMOS BROKE FREE AND LED LAYN THROUGH THE STREETS. 


HOW CAN YOU SEE THROUGH 
THIS FOG, DEMOS? 


EASILY .... | KNOW THE CITY VERY WELL. THIS 
15 NOT THE TIME FOR QUESTIONS. THAT 
ENFORCER 15 DISABLED BUT THERE ARE MANY 

ў ( MORE PATROLLING THE STREETS. 


THE FOG STOPPED ABRUPTLY AT THE EDGE OF THE СПУ АМО,ТНЕҮ PAUSED, DEMOS 
REVEALED THAT HE WAS IN A GROUP OPPOSED TO MANIK. 


NO, THE PLANET BELONGS TO US! MANIK IS A 
TYRANT WHO WANTS ABSOLUTE CONTROL, YOU 
HAVE SEEN HOW HE RULES THROUGH FEAR — 
AND THE CURFEW. 





MANIK WAS A CITY GOVERNOR WHO TOOK 
POWER BY MEANS OF BRIBERY AND MURDER. 
SOME OPPOSED TO HIM SOUGHT SHELTER 
UNDERGROUND. WE AWAIT THE TIME TO STRIKE 





ВОТ LAYN HAD NO TIME TO LISTEN FURTHER. HE HAD ТО GET ТО THE SPACEPORT.| 


WHATEVER THE RIGHTS AND WRONGS OF 


THE SITUATION, DEMOS, 1 HAVE AN 
IMPORTANT TASK OF MY OWN — TO 
CONTACT THE FEDERATION. THANKS FOR 


у PALACE. MANIK IS TRYING TO BUY 
ADVANCED WEAPONS TO WIPE OUT MY 
PEOPLE. THE ONLY OUTSIDERS НЕ 
ALLOWS NEAR TASSIN ARE... 





2. RIM-RUNNERS! 


‹ሪ 





DEMOS CARRIED LAYN EFFORTLESSLY, DEMOS REACHED HIS CONCEALED. 
[DEEP INTO THE COUNTRY II `, 4% HOVTRUK, BUT HIS DEPARTURE 
qe: > 


т e WAS OBSERVED. 
ы 


ይ, 29 
LOOK, THEY'RE GETTING AWAY! THE 
REBEL SPY HAD A SCOUTSHIP HIDDEN. 
ALERT CONTROL. 

THIS GUN-RUNNER HAS VALUABLE Җ 
INFORMATION ON THE WEAPONS 
MANIK HAS OBTAINED. I'LL TAKE 

hy НІМ TO TASSIN. THOROUGH 


INTERROGATION WILL EXTRACT 
7 ALL НЕ KNOWS. АК, 


TO AVOID DETECTION BY MAN 
SECRET ENTRANCE TO THe КО 
" \\ ' “Моб, CES, 0554 
\ ОК с, 





INSIDE THE CAVE, LAYN RECOVERED FROM THE BLOW TO HIS JAW. 


DEMOS, YOU MUST LISTEN. I'M МО: 


RIM-RÜNNER . . . YM A FEDERATION FÜ ExPLAIN TO не 


МУ SUPERIORS. 


ВОТ САМ АМО NO WAY IN. SO THEY 
BOMBARD THIS СЕМЕНА! 


— — 





WE CAN SURVIVE INDEFINITELY. WE ALSO HAVE А 
MACHINE FOR BURROWING NEW TUNNELS, 
THROUGH THE WHOLE PLANET IF NECESSARY. 
TO DEFEAT US, MANIK MUST HAVE MORE 
POWERFUL WEAPONS — WEAPONS I THINK YOU 


ARE NOT BARBARIANS LIKE MANIK. LAYN'S 
STORY IS SO INCREDIBLE, IT MAY BE TRUE. 


IF IT 1S, WE MUST HELP НІМ... 


AND IN 





SUDDENLY, THE ARGUMENT WAS SETTLED — 


LDIERS HAVE 

MMANDER, MANIK'S 50 а 
STORMED THE cave ното or ALIENS! Ё 
Е TTING THROU! 

В WE САНТ HOLD THEM 


2) > = 
EKAR WAS DETERMINED TO RECAPTURE LAYN AND THE VORTEX DEVICE, USING = 

SOPHISTICATED GOTHAN EQUIPMENT. А COMBINED ASSAULT FORCE HAD TRACKED THE ЈЕ 
SCOUTSHIP'S ION TRAIL RIGHT INTO THe 5 3 


x 


RET ENTRANCE TO THE СПУ ፤ 
"as DASS. 





ል GOTHAN TROOPER APPEARED ON THE TELESCREEN. 


ATTENTION, REBELS! WE WANT THE 
FEDERATION AGENT AND THE DEVICE HE 


DON'T BELIEVE HIM. WHEN THE 
СОТНАМ5 HAVE WHAT THEY CAME FOR, 


ФО NOT WORRY, LAYN. YOUR FIGHT IS 
NOW OURS. WE WILL RETREAT TO THE 
CITADEL AND DEMOS WILL GUIDE YOU À 


THERE IS ONE CHANCE. CONCENTRATE Y 
NOTHING WE HAVE WILL STOP THEM. 
EVEN THE CITADEL, OUR LAST REFUGE, ра NEE Kan 
፻፪ WILL ВЕ OVER-RUN. 


THE PILLAR 15 TOO STRONG 
IT WON'T GIVE WAY! 











'OUDN'T UNDERSTAND THE COMMANDER'S LACK OF CONCERN, THEN... 
к ж. ኑ--መሙ Zum 


Дт т 
2 ER 

( HE PERFORMS WELL, COMMANDER. 
=Y NOTHING CAN STOP НІМ. Я 


(= 

АМО THAT TUNNEL WAS THE 8 

J ў... OR OUT! 999 
ГЕ. 

= 





SS 


МО, LAYN! THERE 15 STILL HOPE, THIS MACHINI 
EAT ITS WAY TO THE SURFACE, THE GOTHAN ASSAULT 
SHIP MUST BE WAITING AT THE CAVE ENTRANCE .. , 





WITH DEMOS AT THE CONTROLS, THE MACHINE BROKE THROUGH TO THE SURFACE. 


1 


HIS NAVIGATION WAS SPOT ON. + ў. 
2 0 





LAYN AND DEMOS CREPT STEALTHILY ONTO THE SHUTTLE'S FLIGHT DECK 
F 4 x У || 


¿Ti ж 


4 
Е HAS BEEN NO REPORT 
ASSAULT SQUAD. THEY MAY BE | INTROUBLE 


DO EX ‘ACTLY AS | SAY, GOTHAN, 
ND YOU WON'T GET HURT... 





LORO SKAR, THE TERRAN AND THE 
DEVICE HAVE BEEN CAPTURED. WE 


BACK ON THE GUNSHIP, SKAR ALSO WAITED FOR NEWS FROM THE ASSAULT SQUAD. NN 
NOW HAVE THEM ABOARD THE » 


AT LAST... „I HAVE SUCCEEDED! 

7 RETURN IMMEDIATELY, THERE 15 МО Ў 
TIME TO LOSE. | MUST NOT KEEP THE 
EMPEROR WAITING ANY LONGER. 

ory 


THE GUNSHIP SHOULDN'T BE ТОО 
DIFFICULT TO TAKE, DEMOS, ONCE 
WERE INSIDE. IT HAS ONLY A SMALL 
OPERATING CREW AND ALL OF ITS 
TROOPERS ARE BURIED ON TASSIN. 


AS SOON AS THE SHUTTLE HAD DOCKED. 
ФА 





LOOK, THE GOTHAN COMMANDER 
— ል WARLORD! 





TAKE CARE WITH THAT DISINTEGRON, 

DEMOS. ЕУЕМ ОМ LOW POWER П САМ 
PA VAPORISE A HOLE THROUGH THE SHIP'S 
Ч Ы HULL Ja = 








LOCK UP THE TERRAN AND GUARD НІМ አመመ 
CLOSELY. | HAVE HAD ENOUGH OF HIS 
J — es а 





54 
SKAR SEARCHED THE SHUTTLE CR, з 
==> KNEW THE TERRAN WOULD NOT GO FAR 
5 5) 








2 _ 


сы 


Ж 1 САМ NOW RETURN TO TAKE МҮ 
RIGHTFUL PLACE WITH THE INVASION 


au 





THE GUNSHIP'S MAIN ARMAMENT FOCUSED ON THE PALACE AND CITY AROUND IT. MANIK 
WAS DESTROYED. 





FAR AWAY, THE GOTHAN SPACEFLEET WAS BEING ASSEMBLED. SS KK 
| ; аа RE 


ll 2229 


ሎሚ LET US SLAUGHI 
E THE TERRANS! É ээ. 


ም ደግመ 





THE FEDERATION MUST NOT HAVE MORE 
TIME TO GATHER ITS FLEET. І WILL WAIT 


TOWARDS THE 
VORTEX 





8 
OUTSIDE LAYN'S CELL, IN THE GLOOM OF THE 
STARTLED BY A MOVEMENT IN THE SHADOWS. 











LAYN, DON'T YOU 
RECOGNISE ME? 


IT CAN'T BE! THE VOICE... 
THE РАСЕ... IT'S DEMOS! 


YOU'RE AN ANDROID! NOW 1 
UNDERSTAND. HOW YOU COULD 
SEE THROUGH THE FOG... HOW 

YOU SURVIVED THE TUNNEL 

AND THAT BLOW ON 





ТАҮМ BURST ОМТО ТНЕ BRIDGE AS THE GUNSHIP ACCELERATED TOWARDS LIGHT SPEED. 
Р ~ 


X ü 
ቄ TERRAN, YOU ARE АМ INTERFERING Ж 2 
FOOL. YOU НАУЕ DESTROYED THE A 7% 
ACCELERATION AND STEERING Ф 
CONTROLS. WE ARE (ОСКЕО ОМ 





\ SPEED IS FALLING — WE WILL BE 
TRAPPED INSIDE FOR EVER! 


። a 
| 


SHUTTLE BEFORE THE GRAVITATIONAL PULL 
GETS TOO STRONG. AND TAKE THE PROBE'S 


СОМЕ WITH ME, DEMOS. WE'LL 
СЕТ YOU FIXED UP LIKE NEW. 


МО, І MUST STAY. IT WILL TAKE TOO LONG 
FOR THE FEDERATION TO ASSEMBLE А FLEET 
TO MATCH THE GOTHANS. I CAN BUY TIME 
FOR THE FEDERATION... AND MY OWN 
PEOPLE. GO, LAYN, YOU HAVE ONLY SECONDS 
TO ESCAPE! h 





YOU STAY TOO, GOTHAN. A LIFE SENTEN! 
IN THE VORTEX IS A JUST PUNISHMEN! 
አ፻፻፲ጩ FOR YOUR CRIMES. 


— — 


ATTENTION, SHUTTLE CRAFT. HEAVE TO. THIS IS 
THE FEDERATION INTELLIGENCE AGENCY. 





LAYN BOARDED THE PATROL SHIP AND IMMEDIATELY SENT A WARNING OVER HYPER-SPACE 
CHANNELS TO ALERT THE FEDERATION OF THE GOTHAN INVASION. 


SER We SHOULDN'T HANG AROUND, LAYN. с SB. 11111) 


а 
Y 
1 DON'T THINK SO. І HAVE A FEELING 
THEY'VE MET THEIR MATCH. IF ONLY WE À 
COULD SEE INTO THE VORTEX 








EMPEROR'S MIGHTY FLEET — THE INEVITABI 
FATE OF ALL TYRANTS! 
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min., 5 sec. from launch on April 16, 1972. 
Lieutenant Commander Thomas Kenneth 
Mattingly, 36, USN was the command module 
pilot. Tenth man on the Moon was Lieutenant 
Colonel Charles Moss Duke, 36, USAF who is now а 
full time evangelist. Mattingly was the commander 
of the shuttle STS 4 (Space Transportation 
System), launched on June 27, 1982 for a 7 day, 
1 hr., 11 mins., 11 secs. mission. 





